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ñNU Barkada promotes diver-

sity and fellowship by advocat-

ing the richness of the  

Filipino heritage  through 

member and community en-

gagement in cultural and social 

activities.ò 
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A Blast from the Past (semester) 

Calendar of Events 

Date Event & Place  Time 

January 29-31 Ski Trip @ Attitash Mountain  

February 4 Beatnik Bungalow @ ISSI Lounge  6:00 PM 

 6 Gawad Kalinga Dance-a-thon @ CSC Ballroom  3 - 7:00 PM 

  PSBCôs Annual Culture Show @ BC Robsham Theatre 7 - 9:30 PM 

 11 2nd General Meeting (Mahalo-halo: Arts & Crafts) @ 333 CSC 6:00 PM 

  19 PAAC Bowling @ TBA  TBA 

 25 3rd General Meeting (Cooking 101) @ ISSI  6:00 PM 

  26-28 F.I.N.D Conference @ University of Maryland, College Park  

March 13 Bahay Kubo @ Fenway Center 5 - 7:00 PM 

  18 4th General Meeting (Tagalog 101) @ 333 CSC  6:00 PM 

 20 PAACôs Celebr(asian) @ Blackman Auditorium 3 - 5:00 PM 

  27-28 Relay For Life @ Matthews Arena  6 PM - 6 AM 

 28 BUFSAôs Annual Culture Show @ Tsai Performance Center 7 - 9:00 PM 

April 1 5th General Meeting (Mystery Meeting) @ 333 CSC  6:00 PM 

 ? Barkada Olympics TBA 

 15 End of the Year Potluck @ ISSI  6:00 PM 
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i remember the first time i met each of you. fine, tech-
nically, it may not have been at the first general meet-
ing, but it was OUR first general meeting. and fine, 
technically i can't pinpoint the exact time i met cynthia 
do, but i know what happened to her the first time i 
bought her melissa and tasi candy from the 21+ store.  
 
i look back to that year and it's funny how even though almost 5 years 
have passed, a small part of the little freshmen i met then, are still in you 
now. 
 
jason lee rode up to the activities fair on his bmx bike in a black hat and we 
thought he was filipino. not much has changed. ryan and maemae showed 
up to a bu party, where they probably thought i was weird, with drink in 
hand and aggressively attacking them to ensure their future loyalty to NU 
Barkada.  
 
and then the first GM came. a crowded corner room on the the 3rd floor of 
the CSC. we shared fun facts about each other, as i stared out to an over-
whelming amount of new faces. there was jaime with his shorts, t-shirt, and 
trucker hat. not much has changed. nikki brought some white chick, and 
after the meeting we happily hugged like we knew each other for years, 
true faves. 
 
martin was really skinny. that's all. and joe wore a red polo to his first ka-
mayan dance practice and brought an energy unlike any other. not much 
has changed. 
 
sophia entered my life differently from the rest. pre-poof and sweatpants 
stylin, as a mentee in the AASIA program. meanwhile, oto was hiding 
amongst norcal-er's in bufsa, before we rightfully stole him back to NU 
ground. and rightfully so. 
 
you were the kids. i was your ninang. your LT. your fave. making sure you 
got home safely from your first clubbing outing at roxy (and everywhere 
else for that matter). and now you're all growed up and graduating and as 
always i feel old. but i look back on our time together: from your first kama-
yan aka nu barkada's comeback to theme parties in dav to dinners at 88 
to summers in the quad to the rise and fall of the kells...... (i'll end there) 
 
i could go on and on and on down memory lane and you know this. but g
-smalls fayth tells me i probably only have half a page in this piece and i've 
probably already went over my space. the point i really wanted to get 
across... the time is NOW. 2010. it's FRESH's year. 
 
although some of you still have some ways to go, before you know it, 
graduation is here and you will get to join me in the real world where peo-
ple called "adults" do this thing called "work." there's just ONE stipulation.  
 
don't let these next few months fly by without doing what i know you do 
best: making me proud. setting the bar for our future barkada leaders. 
making your mark at northeastern. taking advantage of the precious time 
you have at college, together.  
 
so for my final words.... go hard and do the work. heck, go WILD (you guys 
are good at that) ninang loves you. and remember, even though i may not 
be around, my hair is still pretty big. (yeah, that's right. i heard about what 
happened =X) 
 

HULLO 

FRIENDS. 

Oh, jeepers how I have 
missed all your won-
derful faces. As much 
as I love New York 
City, it does not com-
pare to how much I 
love Barkada. I am so 
excited to be back here 
with you this semester 
& I am absolutely 
thrilled for the fantastic 
times we are going to have. 

To the fresh faces from the Fall semester, I hope that, over the last 
semester, you have made some wonderful and lasting friendships. 
As I sit here at dance practice, it seems that you freshmen have all 
become so close & I think its lovely. Iôm so glad that you have 
found friends that are like your family away from home ï itôs what 
Barkada is all about. Since Iôve been at Northeastern, I donôt think 
our freshmen class has ever had so many kids! Iôm so excited to 
get to know each and every one of you. To the Spring transfers 
and even fresher faces, welcome to Barkada, arguably the best 
student group on campus. 

To all of our seniors, we are going to make this semester your best. 
We are going to make sure that you never forget your family here 
at Northeastern. Even though Iôm sure you already donôt want to 
leave, after this semester with Barkada, you will most definitely 
wish you had another year left. I hope that youôve taken in all that 
Barkada has to offer. On behalf of Barkada, we wish you had an-
other year left. We are going to miss you tremendously and we 
hope that May never comes. 

To all of the kiddies in between, youôre in for another amazing se-
mester of friends, laughter, and lots of Filipino fun. I want Barkada 
to continue bringing you those college moments that youôll never 
forget with people that will change your lives. 

Peace. Love. And Little Barrel Men. 

-KTOY. 
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WORD.  
(to your lola..just kidding..again!) 

Your First General Meeting 

By Laura Tolentino,  
BKD President ó06-ô07 

Yes. We used the same joke twice. And yes, 
you are holding the most treasured edition of 
Sari-Sari. The. Best. One. Yet.  
  
 We could not have put together this won-
derful Sari-Sari issue without our fellow 
Barkadians, who are all creatively talented, 
truly inspirational, and incredibly witty.  From 
the writers of the army of freshman to our 
super FRESH seniors, our thank youôs span 
practically all grade levels, including articles 
from lovely ladies in London and the Big 
Apple. From the bottom of our hearts, we 
canôt thank you guys enough. 
  
With that said, we dedicate (what we feel is) 
the best Sari-Sari  issue to the FRESH sen-
iors because you guys deserve nothing but the BEST. We hope 
the next 3 months go by as slowly as possible. 
 
To the rest of BKD, weôre looking forward to an epic spring semes-
ter. Letôs make it happen. WORD. 
  
Hearts from Your Editors, 
Fayth & Erickson  

WORD from the Editors 
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 When writing a reflective piece like this, people often 

search for a funny anecdote or a cheesy clich® to begin. 
Unfortunately, the fact that so much has happened in the 
past four and a half years leaves a big blur in my mind 
when I try to think of a single story to tell. And on top of 
that, I would rather not use a clich® like ñtime flew.ò So in-
stead I will start like this: 
  
  Holy sh*t that was quick! 
  
I am completely dumbfounded that the end of classes is so 
near and that 6

th
 year pharmacy clinical rotations is on the 

horizon. I could spend this entire column recapping my 
Northeastern career, from my freshman yearðspent mostly 
in the basement of Speare Hall studying/watching Rent /
eating crab rangoons ðto my ñsuper seniorò yearð
returning from the bars late at night to hang the best 
adongs and adings ever . But I think you would be better 

served if I shared the life lessons I have picked up 

throughout the years. 
  

I would first advise that you take these with a grain of salt, 
because I realize that everyoneôs experiences and views 
might differ from mine. But I hope that you can take some-
thing away from my reflections and use it toward your own 
growth in college and in life. 
  
Perhaps the first and most important lesson I have learned is 
to form a strong relationship with yourself. It is so critical 
to first learn how to rely on yourself because it is you who is 
going get you through the hardest times when you feel the 
most alone. After that, you will hopefully find that it is harder 
to get you down and also find that you appreciate the pres-
ence of friends so much more. 

 

 That brings me to my next life lessonðto find good 
friends. Specifically, I recommend that you find friends 

who can be honest and can respectfully criticize you . It 
is inevitable that you will fall short and mess up here and 
there. Thatôs completely fine, but sometimes you wonôt even 
realize youôre doing something wrong unless a friend is 
there to point it out and help set you straight. 
  
This leads me to also advise you to make mistakes . Before 

heading to college, my Dad told me to ñmake the small 
mistakes today to avoid the big mistakes tomorrow.ò I 
donôt think I need to explain that too extensively, though I 
would like send home the message to not make these mis-
takes carelessly; please learn from them . 
  

My final piece of elder wisdom is this: donôt try to find love, allow love to find you. Many of the best things in life 
come unexpectedly. So be open and patient and donôt stressðlove will seek you out. It once found meðdespite 
my reluctanceðduring my freshman year (Thank you, Laura Tolentino & Claire-Voe Ocampo). And here I am four 
and a half years later, not surprisingly still inconsequentially belonging to my pamilyaðmy Barkada . Thank you so 
much for everything youôve given me throughout the years and I pray that you continue to stay strong and show 

future generations what you have shown me above everythingðl o v e.  

Life Lessons from Kuya By Ryan Marti 
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Classy Friends 

 

steezy with the deezy and keep a clean heezy 
columbus avenue gonna do what it do up in NU 

 
classy friends 100 percent pleasant facial features and shwanky nonsense 

classy friends 100 percent memories that youll never forget 
classy friends 100 percent bein in their presence is a present itself, 

when smiles and laughter are guaranteed 
a dozen good friends is all you need 

 
got the master plan // sandcastles on the beach and a frying pan 
cook it up real nice and get a nice tan 
but later on it might be a rock band 
 
 

tablante wants to jam 
bring the ham and ill bring the rice 

would you like some coca cola with that cream and ice 
  

fong. used the tong. to grab the buns right out this song 
buttering some muffins and feeding king kong 
punchin his mouth cuz his breath was so wrong 
 

   
busted her tooth // good thing no cavities from eating Baby Ruth 

she continued to stay smiley tiny like Hermione  
and makes food disappear just as magically 

now you harry potter fans throw me your wands 
 

marti knocks em out the park like he was barry bonds 
always spreadin love givin hugs not bombs 
the illest pharmacist is about to end this song 
 
 

do gotta get em like Nike 
Just DO it and keep your face nice and smiley 
wheres the shiny that makes UR MOM grimey 

 
siochi wears a watch so itchy 
did he cheat playing mario when we knew it was glitchy? 
now drop that green mushroom and get 1-up 
 

lee drove quick to win the cup 
eatin chicken wings and waffles you know thats what up 

what else is there than the mobile of auto 
 

 
 

got the steez like he was doin things Dolo 
chewy caramely chocolate candy like Rolo 
wrappin things up and squeezin like a lemon 
 

lenon got the kicks to take us to numbah 11 
subtract four ninjas and that takes you to 7 

before we get to that we gotta shout out OH FIVE 
we're graduating 2010 but frEsh will always be ALIVE! 

 
 

Classy friends, 100 percent. 

By Jojo Garcia 
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Freshmen  Forays,  from Half of IJAK 

 I was really excited to join Barkada last semes-

ter because I didnôt have many Filipinos in my high 
school so knowing that there is a huge club at North-

eastern, I had to be a part of it. I 
had already talked to two mem-
bers, who are actively part of it and 
I coincidentally became part of 
their ñBiggie-Smallsò family. Having 
a biggie is like having your own 
ñAteò or ñKuyaò who will be there if 
you just want someone to talk to or 
anything.  
 

 One of the best things about Barkada is being part of a family who likes to have fun and is there to help 
you. Every member was very friendly and welcoming that I didnôt have the awkward feeling that most students 
would have when joining a new club. Their GMs (general meetings) are always fun and thereôs always something 
going on, like for Halloween, we get to dress up and I chose to dress up as my Biggie, Erickson. For Christmas, 
everyone took part in Secret Santa and the yankee swap.  
 
 There were two major school events that we were a part of which are Kamayan and Dance for Me. For 
Kamayan, other Filipino clubs from other Boston schools came to Northeastern and we all performed a traditional 
and modern dance. As for Dance for Me, it was a dance competition between student clubs. The dance practices 
are so much fun because you not only get to learn a really cool dance, but it brings everyone closer together. 
 

- - Kris Wagan , Pharmacy Class of 2015 
 

 One of my most memorable experiences as a college freshman last semester 

was my involvement in Barkada. When I was referred to the organization in my senior 
year of high school, I was immediately drawn to it because the members of the group 
shared my ethnic roots, and I hoped that I would be able to connect with them in the fu-
ture. Barkada, however, far exceeded my expectations. Not only was I able to establish 
myself at Northeastern, but I was also able to form new friendships with people who ran 
on ñfilipino timeò (i.e., half an hour late to any event) and understood the importance of rice in every meal :). My 
first holiday party with Barkada was especially meaningful to me because it reminded me of the holiday gatherings 
with my relatives that I had to leave behind for college; I felt at home away from home. 
 

- - Ivana Sitoy , Pharmacy Class of 2015 
 

 We are extremely happy that being a part of Barkada is part of our college experience because without 

them, our lives would be pretty boring and we wouldnôt have been able to meet such amazing people. And al-
though it has only been a few months, we can safely say that Barkada is a warm and welcoming community that 
always strives to inspire others while having fun at the same time. Ooh yeah. Word. ;)  

òOne of the best 
things about 

Barkada is be-
ing part of a 
familyé.ó 

 

ò...I was able to 
form new 
friendshipséó 

     In the beginning of fall semester 2009, an influx of eager new freshmen prepared to step into their antici-
pated roles as ñcollege students.ò Some were uncertain, some were excited, but all were ready to take on the 
challenge of becoming Northeastern huskies. Life was at a point where the only thing left to do was jump into the 
thrilling prospect of independence, meeting new people, and ultimately paving the way towards the future. 
 Welcome Week was an opportunity for these fledgling huskies to navigate the various student groups 
available on campus. Specifically, a group of students called ñBarkadaò caught the eye of some of these fresh-
men. At first glance the members of Barkada looked like regular, every-day people, but the curious newcomers to 
the university would soon learn that they were so much more than that. 
              Here are a few stories from Barkadaôs very own freshman class: 
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Freshmen  Forays, The Speare View 

               A klutzy Honduran from South Jersey - who goes to school in Bos-
ton - learning tinikling? Sounds somewhat absurd. Not too long ago, I was-
n't even really sure what tinikling was. I had seen my Filipino neighbors 
practice next door but never would I have imagined myself trying it in col-
lege - let alone performing it before a large audience in Blackman Audito-
rium. That's just one of the things that I have loved so much about 
Barkada. Aside from the welcoming and enthusiastic environment that it 
has provided me, it has also afforded me the opportunity to learn so much 
more about a culture that I grew up around. I've reached beyond my com-
fort zone to try something new, but with the unique advantage of never 
actually feeling uncomfortable.  
 
 From Kamayan to Dance for Me to Biggie/Smalls and family din-
ners, I've come to know a group of people whom I probably would never 
have met had it not been for the outgoingness and true pride of the e-
board and upperclassmen members. Their ability to have fun and truly take 

under their wing new friends is simply exceptional; I have never known such a cohesive 
group of people separated by years in education. I had an absolute blast during fall se-

mester and would not hesitate for a moment recommending others to join. There are so many more great things to 
come and I have never regretted taking the time to become a committed member of the Barkada family.  
 

- - Andressa Zelaya , Business Class of 2014 
   
 When I came all the way to Boston at the end of my summer vacation, I wasn't sure of what to expect. Not 
only was I moving across the country, I was moving to my new college life. I did not expect it to be an easy transi-
tion, but it was. On the first day of orientation, I met Bernie who I just happened to live right above of in Speare 
Hall. From there, new friends just came from every direction. But Barkada was where the bulk of my new friends 

came from. Actually no, Barkada is where I found my new college family. I would not be 

able to explain my college experience without explaining the family that is Barkada. I get so much love from every-
one whether it be from my awesome beyond awesome ñDas mah Bigzò Bigs Eric Luke or from our Secretary Mia 
Roque who affectionally asked for a piece of the California beach not expecting me to actually bring it to her. 
Barkada is so much more than just a student organization to me. It truly is the core of my new found family. 
  

- - Justin Bensan , Political Science Class of 2014 
  
 I came to Northeastern not knowing how it would be like living 3,000 miles away from home and surviving 
as a college student. I was excited to be on my own and finally have the freedoms of an adult; however, making 
friends in college had always been a concern of mine. Being from Washington, I didnôt have any family close by so 
I was literally on my own. I was blessed, however, with the discovery of Barkada in the first couple weeks of 
school. I still remember the day I met some of the members at an activities fair. They all seemed really excited 
about their club so when the first GM came around my friend Noel and I decided to stop by. Since then its just 

been a pleasure getting to know everyone in the club more and more each day. It is really a place of 
warm welcome and friendship. I love everyone in Barkada and I am so glad that Iôve had the oppor-
tunity to share my first semester of college with them. I look forward to the next four years of my career here at 
Northeastern and all of the memories I know I will make with my Barkada family. 
 

- - Bernie Rietz , International Affairs Class of 2014 
  

 Each freshman who found a home in Barkada had their own unique experience with the group, but one 
theme transcends across each story: family love. Barkada is one of the most welcoming student groups on cam-
pus. Its members are amazing for their dedication, life, and personality - all of which contribute to the success of 
the club. This is apparent in everything that they do; from family dinners to themed general meetings, they make 

sure that each member feels like they are part of the ñgroup of friendsò that is Barkada. 
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Going into this past Fall Semester as one of the newly elected performance coordinators, I was filled with anxiety because I had the huge task 
of creating a performance for one of Barkada's biggest events, Kamayan. Luckily I wasn't alone because I had a wonderful co-performance 
coordinator who I could share all my worries and concerns with, a supportive e-board and awesome choreographers willing to help!  
 
As practices began, I was surprised to see how stress free practices were and how fast everyone was progressing. I began to look forward to 
running practices because everyone was so enthusiastic and it was exciting to see our set develop into amazingness. I will never forget the 
massive amounts of laughs, monkey rolls and hip thrusting each practice had. As the big day neared i felt so confident and proud of how pre-
pared we all were after all of our hard work. 

 
I am not going to lie, when Kamayan finally came I was really nervous but being able to just relax and bond with all of D1 
was a great way to take my mind of things. The whole show was great and it was awesome to see more D1 schools par-
ticipate this year. It was finally GAME TIME and Barkada's time to show everyone what we have been working on and I 
was so proud to see us just BEAST the crap out of both our traditional and modern set! It was one of the best experiences 
of my life and it was so rewarding to see all of our hard work turn into such a wonderful performance. 
 
My smallses also wanted to share their AMAZING KAMAYAN'S: 
 
"Perhaps for some people, I just attended dance practices to perform at an event. But for me, Kamayan was much more 
than that. Dance practice was something I looked forward to during the week, not only as a break from studying, but also 
as an opportunity to be surrounded by people I could laugh with. They gave me a sense of belonging in an intricate web of 
hard work, fun, and positivity that embodies Barkada . And somehow, even though I am normally extremely lazy, practice 
would keep me energized and wanting to do more than just lay around. Not to mention that Iôd be burning off the squillion 
calories I had accumulated from Wendyôs :). Kamayan itself was a nail-biting, exhilarating, but most especially fun experi-
ence. And although the adrenaline rush throughout the show eventually faded, the feelings of achievement and anticipa-
tion for even better performances in the future left an everlasting impression in my memory." -Ivana Sitoy 
 
"Iôve watched Kamayan before but this was my first time actually being a part of it. I had a great time and itôs definitely an 
experience I will never forget. The day of the show it was awesome to meet and chill with people from different schools. 
Everybody was just really nice and welcoming. The dance performance itself was awesome. But as exciting as it was to 
perform in front of an audience, my favorite part was going to practices. I had so much fun hanging out and getting to 
know other members of Barkada. I definitely made some great friends. My only regret is not doing Kamayan earlier." -
Trixie Aguila 

 
I would like to thank everyone that made my KAMAYAN 2009 one of the best experi-
ences of my life, especially: 
 
-This year's freshman class - You all were so wonderful and thank you so much for all 
your dedication and enthusiasm! 
 
- My coconut step team  and traditional dancers -  Thank you for all the additional 
hours you spent practicing! 
 
- Ryan Marti, D1 Eboard and all the volunteers  - For all the hard work you put in 
organizing the event and making sure the show went smoothly. 
 
- Barkada E -board - Thanks for being so supportive and helping out with all the little things during practices. 
 
- Elaine!  - Thank you CO for just going through it all with me and being the person I can bounce ideas off of. It would have been lame without 
you! 
 
- Choreographers - I can't even begin to say how grateful I was that you all choreographed. Thank you Mia, Lexi, Nikki and Jaime for taking 
the time to create beautiful dances. And especially to Nikki and Jaime for choreographing for Kamayan one last time, I will miss you both next 
year! No one will ever be able to replace the amazing Big Up's, Vogue's, When I Grow Up's and Girls On the Dance Floor's you guys have 

By Alvin Dimalanta 
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 Hello Barkada Fam! 

For those of you who don't know me, I'm Lexi ï Junior Political Science major, cur-
rently interning and studying abroad in London AND, more importantly, Barkada mem-
ber extraordinaire, like many of you!  Living in a foreign country, I have to be pretty 
savy and prepared for anything, and so will YOU this semester.  Listed below are the 
top 5 things you'll need to survive spring semester with Barkada. 

  

1. Smiles.   Be extra friendly!  Even though you may have been a member in 
previous semesters, take the time to CATCH UP and to talk to people you 
haven't in a while or meet someone new. 

2. T-pass. Barkada does many activities off-campus, like trips to other 
schools' events and volunteer work.  Go have an ADVENTURE. 

3. Water bottle. Go out and buy an eco friendly reusable water bot-
tle.  Why?  DANCE PRACTICES.  You want to stay hydrated as you prepare 
for Bahay Kubo and Celebrasian. 

4. A healthy appetite.   If you know me, you know I have no problem with this 
item on the list.  FAMILY DINNERS are a wonderful way to get to know peo-
ple. 

5. Rage juice.   Interpret this as you will, but all I'm going to say is that 
Barkada goes hard.  As the e-board will show you, this group puts HEART 
into everything they do. 

  

Well that's all I can advice I can give you for this semester.  I hope you take it to heart and I hope you enjoy spring 
2010.  I'm missing you, envious of you, and loving you, Barkada. 

  
E-board ï best of luck this semesteré I know you'll do it up big. 

My smalls, Phoebe ï you know you're my favoriteé now go get me a grand-smalls. 
My better half, Mia ï superwoman has no kryptonite, so keep changing the world. 

Seniors 2010 ï "I think I'll miss you most of allé"  
Love, 
Lexi 

Barkada Survival Kit By Alexis Alison 

Number One thing to do with Pigõs Blood 

Ingredients : 

1 k. of pork belly, cut into 1ǌ x 

2ǌ pieces 

350 g. of pork liver 

4 c. of pigôs blood 

3 chili peppers (siling haba) 

1 head of garlic, crushed and 

minced 

1 thumb-sized piece of ginger, 

minced 

3 onions, halved and sliced 

thinly 

1 pouch of sinigang mix good 

for 1 liter of broth 

1 bay leaf 

Salt 

pepper (optional) 

1 tbsp. of cooking oil 

Cooking procedure : 

1. Refrigerate the pigôs blood until needed. 

2. Heat a heavy casserole. Pour in the cooking oil. When 
the oil starts to smoke, add the garlic and ginger. Saute 
until fragrant. Add the pork pieces and cook over high 
heat until the edges of the pork start to brown. Add the 
onions, chili peppers, bay leaf and sinigang mix and 
continue cooking until the onions are transparent. Sea-
son with salt and pepper, if using. Pour in just enough 
water to cover. Bring to a boil, lower the heat, cover and 
simmer for 30-45 minutes or until the pork is very tender. 
Add more water, a little at a time, if the liquid dries up 
before the pork is cooked. 

3. Meanwhile, minced the liver. Season with a little salt. 
When the pork is tender and most of the liquid has 
evaporated, take the pigôs blood out of the refrigerator. 
Transfer to a clean bowl. With you hands, mash solid 
masses to a pulp. Pour the mashed blood and the liquid 
into the casserole. Bring to a boil. Cook over medium 
heat, stirring, for about 5 minutes. Add the minced liver 
and cook for another minute or two. Add more salt if 
necessary. 

4. Serve the dinuguan hot with puto (sweet rice cakes) or 
steamed rice. 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/external-search?tag=culinaryadven-20&keyword=casserole&mode=kitchen
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/external-search?tag=culinaryadven-20&keyword=casserole&mode=kitchen
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To my fellow Barkadians, 
 
For those of you who wondered where I have been this semester, I have 
been away in NJ earning money to put towards special funds.  Aka Co-
op.  I apologize to the people I couldn't say bye to because it was a last 
minute decision, but a good one.  I was hesitant on leaving for so many 
reasons.  As most of you know, we have acquired a new apartment which 
already has provided me great times in the four months I've lived there.  
Also, the new friends I've made with the new class of freshman/transfers/
the relationships I've built with other schools from being part of D1 e-
board.  And finally, I couldn't let go of the friends I've already had. 
 
On the lighter note, I definitely do not regret taking my co-op.  It is an ex-
tremely new experience for me, but a great one at that.  I'm learning more 
here than I have been in class ( no surprise there, the engineering teach-
ers suck ).  I'm hoping that this will help me for next year because my 
resume will be stacked and I won't have to co-op away from Boston.  And 
I suppose the pay isn't so bad either =P 
 
Hope everyone is having a great spring semester!  Oh, and for those of 
you who decide to get too lazy to go home and sleep in their own bed and 
just happen to fall asleep on mine, don't be timid to leave a tip or note in 
the jar above my bed ;) 
 
Oh, special shout outs to LNG, 776, and Danelle (if she were to ever see 
this) 
 

From your fellow RAGE street rager, 
JP 

Where in the World is JP? 

Fun Filipino Holidays That You Might Not Know About! 

Now who doesn't love holidays? A reason to celebrate . Dress up. Honor. But something else to love about the 
Filipino culture... we have even MORE holidays to share with you! Start the year off right by marking some more 

holidays to celebrate in 2010. 

Three Kings Day - January 6  
Christmas officially ends on the Feast of the Three 
Kings (Tres Reyes or Tatlong Hari in Tagalog). The 
Feast of the Three Kings was traditionally commemo-
rated on Jan. 6 but is now celebrated on the first Sun-
day after the New Year. Some children leave their 
shoes out, so that the Three Kings would leave be-
hind gifts like candy or money inside. This is also the 
day Filipinos finally take their Christmas decors down! 
 
People Power Day - February 25  
Commemoration of the 1986 People Power Revolu-
tion. The People Power Revolution was a series of 
NONVIOLENT and prayerful mass street demonstra-
tions in the Philippines. These protests were the cul-
mination of a long resistance by the people against 
the 20-year running authoritarian regime of then 
president Ferdinand Marcos and made news head-
lines as "the revolution that surprised the world". 
 
National Heroes Day - August 30  
The Philippines, on this day, commemorates the cele-
bration of the national heroes. National Heroes day 
falls every last Monday of August. It is a regular holi-
day in the Philippines remembering the Cry of Pugad 
Lawin by Filipino Revolutionary forces called the 
Katipunan led by its leader (Supremo) Andres Boni-
facio.  

All Saints Day - November 1  
For Americans, this is the day after Hal-
loween. But the day after, Filipinos cele-
brate the dead! They remember and 
HONOR their dead in the family, clean 
the graves, and decorate them with 
flowers.  While most people would think 
this is somber, it is actually a celebra-
tion! Usually a picnic at the graves is 
involved, full of merrymaking and laugh-
ter.  Everyone goes to the cemetery, 
and some even stay overnight.  
 
Rizal Day - December 30  
The Philippines' national hero and the 
anniversary of Rizal's death is com-
memorated on this day. Rizal was a 
Filipino polymath, nationalist and the 
most prominent advocate for reforms in 
the Philippines during the Spanish colo-
nial era. Rizal's 1896 military trial and 
execution made him a martyr of the 
Philippine Revolution. 
 

HAPPY 2010, 
BARKADA! Celebrate, 
rage, party, honor ON. 

By: Mia Roque 


